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BALLIDU CONTEMPORARY ARTS SOCIETY 
Statement by Member for Moore 

MR R.S. LOVE (Moore — Deputy Leader of the Opposition) [12.51 pm]: I wish to acknowledge the incredible 
achievements of the Ballidu Contemporary Arts Society, which will celebrate its thirtieth anniversary this Saturday. 
Ballidu is a small farming community two and a half hours drive north-east of Perth with a population of just 60 or 
70 people. The arts society came together as a happy accident, according to one of the group’s founders, Pam Toster. 
In 1992, Tom Mailey bought the Masonic lodge, which had closed, with the view of setting up an art gallery. The 
original committee included Pam, Dawn Lines, Kath and John Cousins, Jen and Steve Latham, Nicky and Jamie Hood, 
and professional artist Peter Phillips—a serendipitous union of people who were interested in fine art and looking 
for an alternative to sport. Pam says that the 1990s was a period when federal and state funding for art was readily 
available. The extensive gallery space proved perfect for visiting exhibitions, and the group hosted artists-in-residence 
thanks to Peter Phillips’ artistic networks. Camps saw art students from Perth TAFEs and universities visit the town. 
The local primary school students’ biennial art exhibition gave local children a chance to show off their talent. 
Enthusiasm for art in Ballidu has not waned. The town’s arts society has survived and thrived, all the while enriching 
the physical and emotional wellbeing of the community. Locals meet regularly for workshops, and the gallery will 
host three exhibitions this year. Between exhibitions, the gallery displays its own collection to the public every 
Saturday and by appointment. I commend the Ballidu Contemporary Arts Society for bringing fine art to this 
community and enriching the lives of many over three decades. 
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